er. | = 


st, in the 6th pumbe 

the Messenger. ‘and | Advocate, is batore 
me, and, as the spirit directs, I ini i 

ceed to answer, 
item which presents itself first fo 
sideration, is, that God chooses the  weuik 
things of.the world to confound the w 
dom of the wise. 
case In all a: 


7 tl 16 maltituae of all the nations’ 
“Ariel, even tilt 


‘of 


et mount oni” 
Such has been tho | - 


For thé Lond hath tipo 
the spirit of deep sleep, and 


) case as regards th 
men who been in thé 
the church. of 


eavered. 
| Ut Aad the vision “of all 
‘the words" of'a hook 
‘deliver to dne’ 


d seers, 


pels, or 


hside thee: and 
LEARNED, that the Lord. mig 
| to. a marvelous ‘work. 
; and in that day, ball the. 
we words of the book, 
eyes at the blind shall see 
had} rity, and out of darkness, 
the term ped people with 
arance | 
the ninetgenth ce tu- 
blinded, to i 


the the ninéteent 


tho 


and. es 
‘of the 

carnal mind is posed ti 
and hates pure religion, 
1s, men haye Hittle fa 


ith and lack ‘the | 


‘getieration had had 


I 


He at mi, 

ore tne secon 

ir 


the 


century, 


ar {ro 


te: 


R DAY Sa INTs. 


that 


I 
at 


| 


leigh saw 


42 fat 


obscu- 


poring 


when. the 


+? ad 


i 
~ 
4, 


‘Bit eball eventhe ac whenea 

rist ot Lua The 
prepbets an sepulchres 
were dag i by the Jewish sects 4 
when they lacked pure religion, 
whose names Rave Will) 4 
searcnec scripy | 
and with.@ little fai 
guide to ab 
last di w 

ture period. For igstanoc: 

shali §2>Jow:out:of the tlust,. and: voice RIPUS, BPD, | d 
shall be, that, hath, ,epinit, put the bibles snd that 
perontofthe dust, the will fohow 
Moreover’ thie moltitade. af ‘thy oat of that. 
gets shall be like.emsgit dust, and the de 
tude of the tesrible omes. fe thas BER 
paseth ke At an. instant] Dut. | 
6 Thou halt: be visited’ of the Loxp ‘of and 


from but the testimony of such as hate | 
the truth, 


saints, 
-For,.if it were otherwise, if the .con- 


‘tending ‘sectarians failed to drive oF 
5 worship with them, Tom Pa 


mg ht as. well be considered. the. stanc- 


‘No one; according to the present. pre- 


thing, or receive any more revel: tions; 


_roll on, conquering to 


every knee’ shall bow and every tongue} 


ness, and again become the garden of 
Ede 


is he slack: His work goes on, and 


‘the words of etereal life, for life and 


‘the old bible, book of Mormon, Iost| 
of Jasher; or’ the book of Enoch, 


| ths Boo according to what is written in 


‘is occasionally bursting‘in to our min 


all hag me i 
ple as the words of a book? No can- 
did person, if he has nothing to judge | 


and will. believe a lie. that 
they may be condemned. 

It is'a happy circumstance for the 
at God brings to pass all his 
works after the counsel of his own will. 


ge of Reason, or . Volney’s aaa 


of religious worship as the bible.— 


cepts of men, and their belief; could 
get faith enough to.ask God for an; 


and consequently the truth would faii; 
the godly man perish, and wickedness 
prevail tenfold worse than, it did before ° 
the flood... 

Such an unhallowed age and circum- 
stances of men aiid things, ei ng among 
the possible impossibilities, let us ne 
joice, that the work of God, though at 
first almost imperceptible, continues to} 
onquery 
and will continue its progression, till 


confess that the truth is mighty and| 
will prevail; yea, till the earth shall 
rest from the convulsions of wicked- 


n. 
The Lord is not in a hurry, neither| 


though his way is past finding out, 
while a time for repentance to man is| 
granted, and any are spared from fhe 
eonsimption decreed, some will turn to 


salvation, whether they are . found .in 


mentioned by Jude. . Though men are 

afraid of the books of God, or afraid| 
that God will suffer ary more to be ‘in 
the world, I expect that when the dead, 

small and great, stand before him, that 
the books will be opened; even the} w 
books of Jehovah, and men will be 


“Tam traly glad you lave’ mentioned | 
Michael, the rince, who, | understand, 
is our great Adarn. New pent 


of the sacred scriptures, for which I} 
am truly thankful. We shall by and. 


peo- bye learn, that we ‘were with Gc 
another world, before the. 


‘of the world, and had our agencv: that 
we Came into this world tod fave Sir | 
agency, in order that we prepare. 


ourselves for a kingdom of be- | 


come archangels, even the sons of God 
where the man is ‘neither without the 
woman, nor the woman ‘without the 
man in the Lord: A consummation of 
glory, and happiness, and perfection | So 
5| greatly to be wished, that 
miss of it for the fame of ten worlds, 
Notwithstanding your nine questions 
may be in the breasts of many saints; 
yet thousands of your readers may not 
understand them: therefore let me re 
peat them and give such answers as 
irstly, **Are the angels in the 
former: prophets and 
Yes, or how could’ Elijah tome before 
the great and terrible day of the Lard, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers ‘ to ‘the 
‘children, &¢. Peter, James’ and John 
saw Elias, along with Moses, in the 
‘mount. 
Second 
‘those Who his commandments on 
rearth?””. Certainly: for, if Michael, 
Moses, Elias, and others through whom 
the commandments came, are joint 
heirs with Christ, they are, brethren, 


,and so also,.will they be, ‘who by keep- 


ing his commandments, obtain the like 
precious faith: ‘The angel said to John 

—‘for T am thy fellow servant, ‘and of 
thy’ brcthrén’ the which 
‘the sayings ‘of this book ” 


tings of respect a 
enoug: though 
one ma ‘bein haven and. 
earth? Yes, for they ate ministering 


‘spirits sent forth front God" to minister 


to the heirs of salvation.” Enoch and 
Elijah are fleshly kindred in 


“heaven, 
and every they“o others, have 


visited. the. earth. to their’ fel- 


if it ‘was-ne more: than to 
arn Joseph in’ a dream flee | into 
Egypt ‘with the youtig ‘Chil Jésus, it 
shows they have, condescension enough: 
to to each 
Fodrthly, angels are ministering 
Sent minister’to those 
who shall be. heirs. of, salvation; will 
they .not minister Most 
certainly: “Every: ani visit from. 
Abraham till the Lat, roves th ques: 


1 would not. 


‘Are ‘thoy. brethren of 


ron 


§ 
- 
7 
wh, 
| 


- and Cornelius knew it before he was 
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ton, besides, thé Lord says he willsend 
his angels with the great sound of a 


tramp and they shal) gather his elect 
fromthe ‘four winds, from 
one end ‘Of heavén to the other. 


Fifthty, “If they do will any one} 


know it?” From the record wf those 
that have come in tinies past, we should: 
judge that the saints would know it, 


born’ into the kingdom. 
Sixthly,, “Will Michael, the 
gel, the great prince, stand ” in the 
fast days for Isracl?”? 


beseech the saints. to strive to continue 


to walk in the ‘way. and obtain basal 
crown. ~ As 
PHELPS. 
To O. Cowprry, Esa 
P. 8. I am apprised of. the- fact that 
have resigned the editorial chair. 
hope you will, however, continue 
vour history of the rise and progress 
of thé church. “This, because you are. 


as well, and perhaps I may say, aa 


acquainted with the circumstances 


facts relative to the ‘subject, than al-. 
‘most any other member, that I am.ac- 


Seventhly, “Will he defend ‘then ‘quainted with.» Again, .it will be im- 


from their enemies?” f 
Eighthiy, «*Will he lead ther 
were once’ led?” 
And, ninthly, Wilt he be seen?” 
I shall proceed to atiswer these four 
Inst together. Daniel says:—‘‘And at 
that time shall Micheel, starid up, the} 
t prince, which standeth for thy | 
people: and’ there shalt be time or 
trouble, 
was ‘to that'same times and at} 
that'tithe shail ‘thy people be delivered: | 
and ‘they'are delivered they will’ un- 
dowbtedly. ‘be: deferided from their ene- 
ties. ' If Joshua saw the captain of 
the Lord’s hosts;‘or, if Nebuchadnez- 


‘such as never was since there’ 


‘portant: in order to assist: Elder Whit- 
ner in keeping the Messenger and Ad- 
| vocate in its present interesting chaas 
‘|nel, as a messenger of truth, and ad- 
vocate of the fulness exe the gospel of ; 


Jesus Christ. 
Gospel. No. | 


_ [CONTINUED FROM PAGE 120.) 

reflection, we have «been for- 
into the conclusion that the gospel 
was as well known among the ancients 
as among any other 
‘the ante-deluvians or the people before 
the floed excepted. We are satisfied, 
that wherever the fruits of the gospel. 


zer, in bis’ astonishMent, :exclaimed, [are or were found, there the gospel 


seeing with his’ own eyes in. the day-| 
limé,’ F-seé four men, fthree on- 
ly were cast into fire] loose,’ walking 


in thé midst of the fire, and they have |: 


no hurt!'and the: form of the fourth i- 


was also; for nothing else could pro- 
‘duce the ‘effects of the gospel,, but the 
-gospel itself, or else the was. un- 
necessary; for men cauld have enjoyed. 


‘all the blessings which it confers, with- 


Ike the ‘Son of God!”? then in very out: its existence . And. if. any thing 


decd: shall the saitits see father Adam, | 
the'‘aricient of days; even: Miehdel the | 
archeingel, ‘ow the earth... 

Butitest I'should go too lien on this 
sitblttde stibject; 1 must stop. for the | 
presént, and leave many things 1 
riot'even hitited at. 

greatly rejoice at the: light of the 
fast ays, and"sincerely wish all men} 
Were fitand willing to rective it, that| 

gloridus' day. ‘might roll on when 
we might not only find sacred records 
by ‘the ministering of angels, but might | 
have the ‘presence of Jesus. again on 
éarth;‘&‘be living witnesses of that day, 
when: the ‘knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover'the earth as the water covers the 
sea; when all shall know him, from the 
| even to the: greatest; and: all the 

redeemed multitude speak dan- 
guapes according to. the promise. Such a 
rious p tof holiness is worth 


(4 


Being for, or worth dying for, and I} set aside, —— cavilers may cayil at, 


besides the 
“same efiécts of the gospel, then it was 


vain, and worse than vain, for the’ Sa- 
vior to say concerning it, “That he 


that believed it not, should be dainned;” 
ior they could have .been .siived, if it 
‘were admitted, that’ something else 


‘could produce the same: effect of the 


“gospel. For instanee if men could 
have the spiritiof prophecying, and pro- 


| phecy without obeying the gospel, then 


‘it wasin vaio for the Savior td say, 


«That he that believeth not. shall: be | 


damned;”’ for who does not know: that 
a prophet could be saved. But! the 


‘truth 16," all the prophets from right- 


eous Abel dows uatil the present-time 
had ‘obeyed the gospel, and had: their 


communion, with: God 


obedience’ to it. 


We have evidenee, I think, extent: 


in the scriptures, which. is ‘not easily 


le,; not.even 


could preduce 
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jt. thal Avrahain hada ‘perfect know- 
 -J6ige of the gospel. We want it dis- 
tinctly understood, that when we speak 
of the’: l, we mean the whole sys- 
tem. with all its ordinances and laws ns 

oclaimed on ‘the day of penteco stg” 

ae we know nothing of the gospel dis- 
tinct from baptism for the remission of 
sins, and the gift of the Holy Spirit bv 
the laying on of the hands of those 
who. are called and ordained unto this 
power: Take these things away and 
wherevis gospel? We answer no 
where—there is no such thing. For 
distinct from those things, there is no 
salvation; if there is salvation without 
baptism ‘for the remission of sins, and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, by the ley- 
ing on‘ of the hands, we know nothing 
of it; for God our heavenly father does 
~~ not work at random; but by the strict- 
ést rule, éven one established by him- 
self for the rule of his conduct in re- 
lation to his.creature man, before the 
world was; by that rule he has worked, 
and will work, until time is no more. 

In a former part of this treatise, «e 
examined the ground on which our opin- 
ion was founded that Abraham, had a 
knowledge of the gospel. We. ‘shall 
row notice some things said in the 
tures about Moses. 

‘Phe Savior, in the Sth ies: of John’s 
gospel and 46th verse, says to the Jews, 
“Had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me, for he wrote of me.”’ 
And in the 11th chapter of the epistle 
to the Hebrews and 26th v., **Paul:says 
that Moses esteemed the reproaches of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt.” -From. both of these quo- 
tations we learn this fact that Moses/: 
had a.knowledge of Christ, to some| 
extent af least; and we think if exam- 
ined a little, it will be found that his }z 
knowledge was pretty extensive; prob-} 
ably as much so as any other mat} for 
savs the Savior, he wrote of me: We 
think thatit is not:probable that Moses 
wrote of Christ without understanding 
a he wrote; neither. is it likely that 

to'write‘on'a. subject. which 

not understand most: perfectly, 
wheti we consider who ‘Mo- 
ses wae; that. he lial both seen and 
conversed with God, and received 're- 
velations from him, and was in a situs 
ation to have both correét and exten- 
sive knowledge of all things: which he 
desired to know: it’appears. also «that 
in consequence of the knowle 


ze: ing on of hands, 


which he hed of Christ he bad toaulite> 
reproach; for he’ esteemed the: reproae 
ches of Christ, greater riches than. the: 
treasures of Egypt; but why the - re 
proaches of Christ? .Becaese. he had 
knowledge of -him and; wrote -.of him, 
and for this knowledge, or! for 
it, he had to suffer reproach. This. is: 
sufficient to shew to any person: whois 
willing to be instructed, that ._ Moses. 
must have understood the nature of 
Christ’s office, as Savior of the. wortd, 
or why suffer reproach for, his sake?—- 
Every man of any understanding must 
know, that nothing: could have,qaused: 


‘Moses to have suffered. reprgach -jor 


Christ’s sake, unless be.had knowledge” 
of him: and all the knowledge. that any: 
being can have of Christ, is,,as Savior 
of the world, and if Moses suffered re- 
proach for Christ’s sake, he must have — 
ne so because: he proclaimed him. as 
vior of the world, & must have known 
las did Abraham, that it was in Christ: 
that all the families of the earth should: 
‘be blessed, for if he did not know. 
the did not know any thing about him;- 
‘for it was in consequence of this, that. 
he was known tothe world. ‘Had.if 
not been for this the name: of Christ 
would not have been known in the 
world. And if Moses knew any. thing: 
of Christ,, he could have |: known. no- 
thing of him but what was .known of 
him as the Savior of the world. So.that 
from all the light we can get on, this 
subject; Moses must have had the same: 
knowledge which Abraham had: in+ 
deed there was no other knowledge to 
be had of Christ, but: this; take this 
away and the Knowledge of Christ cea- 
‘ses; and so far'as the knowledge ‘of 
Christ extended, so far did the kiiow- 
ledge of the gospel extend; and so far 
s the knowledge of the gospel extend,_ 
‘ed, 80 far did er does the knowledge of | 
‘Christ extend; for they go tagetlier and 
neither of them-is found. alone,, But 
what settles’ this question, in. the, 
of every candid’ person forever is, that. 
the fruits which are peculiar.,ta, the’ 
gospel are foutid no where but obe- 
dience-to it, were found. with Moses.— 
He ‘had the spirit of prophecy and of 
revelation, he :also-had visions, and the 
power of miracles attended. him; all 
these’ are fruitsof the gospel, and Aagrod 
among those wlio are baptized for 
of | silis, and who. 
the gift of the Holy: Spirit by’ the 
if any, should, 4 
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‘ject, and say that the scriptures never 
mention the baptism.of Moses, we re- 
ply, neither do they mention his wri- 
ting of Christ, ‘they only say he did 
write of him; and we have no doubt if 
‘these writings were once obtained; we 
will in them tind the account of. his 
baptism; for every circumstance in re- 
‘lation to him tends to establish this fact 
on the mind, that he openly acknow- 
‘ledged Christ, and‘ this ‘can only be 
done by being baptized in his name for 
‘the remission of sins, and by receiving 
the Holy Spirit by the laying on of 
fhands in his name; and having thus 
Spenly acknowledged him, he had to 
r reproach ‘for: his name; for it 
would be very singular indeed if Mo- 
‘ges: had fo suffet the reptoaches of 
Christ; when he had -never acknow- 
fetiged him; and let me repeat it again, 
that no person did, or ever will acknow- 
ledge @hrist onty those who do it by be- 
ing immersed in water for the remis- 
sion: of sins; this is the way and the on- 
‘fy 'way by which any person ever has 
or ever will acknowledge Christ.: They 
‘may acknowledge men, or some other 
‘beings in doing other things, but they 
can acknowledge Christ in no other 
and that for the best of all rea- 
sens; because there is:no other way of 
acknowledging bim;'for do all other 
things thet'any htman creature could 
do, and leave this undone, and Christ 
would not be atknowledged. Seeing 
then, that Moses suffered the reproach- 
os 0f Christ, it follows of necessity that 
“he must have’ been baptized for the re- 
‘mission‘of sinsin his name, or he could 
‘pot have' been reproached for his sake. 
‘Faith of the Church. | 
«That part of the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the salvation of men, which 
inigiving them visions. forms 
of the most important parts (of the 
Spirit’s work) in the salvation of men, 
and it is one that was always perform- 
ed by the'Spirit, as far as we have any 
account of the people of God in his re- 
velations. ‘There isudaociety of which 
‘we havé‘an account i the revelations 
‘of God;'that acknowledged as his 
own, except they had visions among 
them, énd that'as long as they contin- 
tied ‘to’ walk ‘a ing to the directions 
of the Holy Spirit: indeed it was essen- 
tial to their character as saints; it would 
‘be & marvélous thing to find a body of 


| desire: there was no én 


no visions among them; we will ven- 
ture to asscrt that such a.thing. was 
never seen since the world be ‘We 
readily admit that a corrupt religion 
can exist, and false prophecies exist, 
and gectarian dogmas abounds; men- 
made worshipers increase, and the 
world abound in 4 religion that the Lord 
was not the author of, and yet no vie 
ions be among them; but wherever the - 
truth of heaven abounds, there will 
visions abound also; for it is a part of 
}heaven’s scheme to save men, and with- 
out it, we are not authorized to say there 
pis salvation; for all the people who 
}were saved of whom we have an ac- 
count, were of the number who saw 
visions; and such was the importance 
which the sacred writers attached fo 
the seeing of visions, that Solomon says, 
in Proverbs, chap. 29: ver. 18, that 
‘where no vision is, the people perish. 
But in direct opposition to this, the peo- 
ple of this generation say, that where 
‘no vision is, there truth reigns and pre- 
'vailss and where vision is. there error 
‘and delusion abounds; but whether we 
should believe God or many judge:ye. 
It requires but a limitedacquaintance — 
}with the Bible to see that, the highest 
degree of knowledge which was amo 
the’ former day saints was by reason 0 
their seeing visions. It was by visions 
by which ‘they were made acquainted 
with the deep things of God, and vis- 
ions was a part of the work of that 
spirit which searched all things--‘‘yea,”’ 
as says Paul, ‘the deep things of God,” 
1st Corinthians, 2dchapter, 10th verse. 
No person can reflect on the great pri 
viliges which the saints enjoyed in re- 
ceiving visions without being filled with 
2 d ts the know- 
ledge which they acquired; there was 
no bounds to their discoveries; they 
reached far into futurity and compre- 
hended the things of both God and man 
for many generations; the, looked to 
the things within the veil, and saw - 
the things of God, of angels, and of 
men-in the unseen world. It was vis- 
ions which gave them the greatest con- 
fidence in their religion, and which en- 
abled them to endure as seeing him 
who is invisible. They knew their re- 
ligion to be true; for, through visions 
they had seen with their _ heard 
with their ears, and understood with 
their hearts. In their Visions they con- 
versed with angels. the spirits of just 


saints on earth and yet there would be 


made perfect; were made acquaint-— 
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testified of the things of God without. 


_ they lived; for no man can be a witness , 


- ‘nesses that God has cver had on earth 


“Sients ever pretend to be witnesses of 


-xhurch would be lost, and the Lord 


unto death,” 2d Corinthians, 2: 16.— 


savor of life unto life or of death unto 


. Lord; and if they cannot see him they 


he can testify; and no man can testify 
to what another sees and hears; but to 


_erder, therefore, for a man to be a wit- 
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ed with the glories of the éternal world, 
and obtained the most perfect know-: 
leig@ of future things. By reason of 
this they became exccedingly bold and 


fear; seeing, hearing, and handling of 
the word of life, and became swiit wit- 
nesses ‘against the generation in which 


for God until he can bear testimony of 
what he has seen and heard; no man 
can bear witness of what another has 
seen and Meatd; but of what he has scen | 
and héard himself. | So that all the wit- 


were those who had. obtained visions; 
for without them, they could not .be 
witéosses for God. Nor did the an- 


‘any thing but of what they saw and 
‘heard themselves. When God went to 
Taise up witnesses for himself, he did. 
so by giving them visions. : 

is something in relation to. 
the revelation of Jesus Christ. when 
understood, which sets this subject in 
a very forcible point of light, and es- 
tablishes beyond doubt the necessity 
of visions; indeed one of the greag ob-; 
jects to be obtained by raising vip 4: 


could not have a great object in view) 
in soedoine. The apostle Paul said; 
‘concerning the apostles, ‘that they | 
were a savor of life unto life or of death: 


‘The reason of this is, because they 
(the apostles) were God’s witnesses un-; 
to all-mén, and as such they were a 


death; for those who received their tes- 
timony concerning Jesus and obeyed 
their teachings would be saved, but all 
‘dthers would not be saved; and the rea- 
son that they were a savor of life unto 
life or of death unto death, was because 
they had the testimony of Jesus; and. 
no people ever had or ever will have, 
the testimony of Jesus, but those who 
receive visions. For unless they actu- 
ally have visions, they cannot see the 


¢annot bear testimony of him. For, a 
man to be a witness for either God or 
man, he must have something to which 
what he sees and hears himself. In 


ness for Jesus Christ, or for God the 


than any man or, ali. the 
world combined. cquid give; he 
have it for himself. from God,. that he 
ean say like Paul, the things which I 
declare unto you |..have not of aan, 
neither received I them of man, bu. by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.: On this 
principle, and.on this only, cap a:man 
be a witness for Jesus Christ 
When the Savior began to raise up 
a church, it was to get. witnesses for 
himself: those who:could testify. of him, 
and declare that he lived. Such was" 
the case with the former day saints as 
far as our account of them extends, 
and we are told by their historian Luke, 
that they gave forth their testimony 
with great power, and they . declaagd 
that they had seen Jesus after-he arose 
from the dead, and Paul among the 
rest. said, that last of all he appeared 
ynto me, one born out of . due time. 


| They sent from place ta pjaeo,. and 
froma land to 


declaring..as’ they 
went that, that same Jesus who. was 
crucified. on Calvary by the Jews;-Gqd 
had raised from the dead: had. exaligd 
at his own right hand and. made Prinee 
and Saviour; and even in,the. very. arti- 
cle of,death they would bear.the same 
jestimony as did Stephen, who said.a: 
he time the Jews stoned him. to death: 
‘*I see the heavens opened and the soy. 
of man sitting at the;right hand of pow- 
These men bore this witness, because 
they had the testimony of Jesus, ani 
were by virtue of their obedience to 
him made acquainted with the truth and 
actually knew the truth, as Jesus hed 
said those should, who would . continge 
in his doctrinc,.and the truth had made 
them free, Sce John’s gospel; 8:81, 32. 
_ The object in raising. up these: wit 
nesses was, that through their. testimo- 
ny, the world might be judged. - Hence 
it was that they were a savor of life 
unto life or of death unto death to all 
men, because they were tobe witnesses 
either for or against all men, and. this 
is the reason that it was necessary that 
they should have visions; for without 
visions they could. not. see. any of. the 
things of the eternal world, and could 
not have any thing to testify of; but 
receiving heavenly visions they beheld 
the things of heaven, and beheld and 
understood the things of eternity, and 


went forth and testified of what: they © 


saw and heard; and by this means God 


Father, he must have more testimony 


would judge the world, When: they 
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of which they | testified were | realities; | 


MESSENGER | AND. ADVOCATE 


5 


_ bad this great. witness of the things of 
< God & would not believe it; they were to” 
be ‘damned, becatise they had the testi- 
tony of living witnesses that the things 


- for these men had both.seen and heard 
them for themselves, and hence it was 
that those who would believe on Jesus 
through theit word would be saved; and 


those who would not would be 


. Take .visions away therefore, from 
ithe scheme of heaven, and God must} 
cease to judgé the world, ‘because he 


would have -no‘witnesses, and he could| 
condemn: people: for not believing |, 


Yess they had not testimony in which} 
they were ‘justified in believing; but 
when fhéy had as strong: téstimony as 
they had prove other“ things which 
they.:believed ‘and then, would ‘not be- 
lieve, they, dusty. condemned, and | 
there is no candid ing in the world | 
but’ ‘Wwoitld' cotidémn’ them, ‘for their 
consistancy ;:: because: they required} 
greaterrevidence, to believe: ene ‘thing, 
‘ban they would require to believe @RO-, 
er. 

“And thas ‘by reason’ of visions‘ the 
world will be jadged, and by them con- 
denined; for-it visigas. which makes 
a man a witness for God, and without 
them he cannot be a witness} for there 
_ is’ ndt any thing of which he could tes- 
tify; but visions he. can testify | 
ef what -be sees and hears, and 
thereby, conderan those who will not. 
believe. 


“EXTRACT OF A LETTER, DATED 
on: 16, 1335. 


or e prospects for the advance- 
ment of the ‘kingdom of Christ in this 
southérn’country, which are flattering. 
We baye 28 smce we. wrote 
you Jast,- making the several branches 

have 


iat nted in this vicinity, 
‘But do not understand,-that we are 


sthoothly along without any: 

persecution: this promise of the Savior 

ts, abundantly. verified... Scourgings, | 

imprisonment and death are threatened; 

but none of these things move us. It is 

as hear from Tennessee to the Paradise 
ving us more 


and lands, and the assurance 


May, God. make us instrumental. in 
his ‘hands of rending the shackles of 


priesicraf? and superstition from many . 


—to this end give us the sah 
be 


prayers. 
Yours in Christ. 
WARREN PARISH, 
WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


and Advocate. 


_ KIRTLAND, OHIO, JUNE, 1935. 
TO THE PATRONS OF THE LAT- 
TER DAY SAINTS’ MESSEN.- 

AND ADVOCATE. | 

On assuming. the editorship of this 
paper, its patrons, no doub*, will ex- 
pect me tu »‘ve them, an outline of the 
course 1, intead to .pursue while con- 
ducting its columns in. future. 
The labors of this station, to those 
‘acquainted with them, are. known to be 
many, and complicated;., the. responsi- | 
bility, resting upon an individual who 
‘steps forward in our religious country, 
at this day, and assumes to teach. _oth- 
ers the gospel of the ‘Lord Jesus, ant 
point the path to holiness, is fra | 
with so many reflections of 1 hl 
that one would scarce. venture forward 
without faltering, were it not for r ‘the: 
fact, that good may ke done,. the’ field 
‘being wide, the harvest. great and the 
laborers few. Not, that all men are 


pursuing the right way, and are walk- 


Jing before God. according to his holy. 


commandments, do I say. religieus 
world—far from. this. _Were-I sensi- 
ble that all religions were one religion, . 
and that one the true, it. would be for-. 
eign from my. heart to think that my 
feeble exertions. could benefit mankind: . 
{for if it. were thus, my labors would be 
uncalled for. But while we discovery 
so many, one is led to enquire . Which 
is right? Has the’ Lor’ vrdained:'so 
many ways for the su:vation of his'peo- 
ple? Does this, almost ‘numberless 
train of professions, comport with the’ . 
scriptures? Does it: show one Lésd 
and one faith?- And: amid sovmany 


goepele, where is the one» 
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|" correct, and where is’ thét’or- | to the evif y the 
der. of things. which. the Lord. appro- } One way, and only y one . the Lord 
pateagpnd. acknowledges his? al/| pointed,out. for-men to pursue in order 
are not one, ard if these, or a part} ‘to obtain eternal’ life, and itshall be my 
are incorrect, to cbhyince of the. duty to ‘set forth such’ facts as arc cal 
correct one, needs labor—apd that mine | lated to inform the mind on those, 
mey bear the -stri¢t- scrutiny -ef—my principles, That they, are plainly writ- 

Master, in the great day approaching, |ten, will not be doubted by those whe | 

‘I shall ‘endeavor to have: it correspond |' ‘have made: themsely acquainted ‘with 

with the | strictest. principles: of all the revelations-extant, notwithstand- 

and holitiess. jing a majority of the professing inhabi- 
Yet, another réflection, chine one is| tants of our country, doubt: there bein 
destined to labor for some’ thousands, |any other than the one ‘given to’ 

and suit matter for all, would bea suf’ Jews, anda few churches: _ameng. we 

ficient exctise to urge on my own part, Gentiles, by @ part of the apostles. 

to my fridnd snd brother,—who has) ‘The last item:is' one that ‘has’ 

conducted this paper since its Commie’ still i 13 ‘matter of much coiitrovery 

mencement with so’ “much: talerit’ and |s “Buch profess, to be in, ‘the: right 

ability, for him to select another and enjoy the true: light, 

were it not that every man is to’be re+|turbed, while‘those fear ‘ths: 
warded for his diligence and persevc-' | safety and profits of ‘their craft, are’ 
ratice in attempting to do good, by one |'trembling lest. the. world. mill bp-digene- 

‘who knows the thoughts and intents of} ded from: ‘following ‘them. 

the hearts of all- No nian,’ 

Th this introduction, then, I take the: ultics of understanding, ‘unconhetted 
decasion to say, that I shall not labor to with, , or influenced by sectarian. pre- 
judice, will hesitate'to say that: some- 
thing is wrong; and how is the ‘evil te 

be remedied? Men act for themsélve 5. 

choose for themselves, and if spinnin are 

saved for themselves,’and not for ‘ano- 
by whoever possesses it, but with me ther—tliey cannot be driven into salva- | 
dt will be: regarded as worthless as the tion, as compulsion would atonco dé. 

* jdlé Wind or the vainly attempted allure=: stroy their agency; and if that istdken 
ments of fubléd vision: ‘So’ with the/ away, why was it ever spoken “Who- 
frowns and scoffs of men—their worth«{ soever will may take of the water. of 
lessness alikeshall be considered as a} life freely?” Correct reasoning, plain 
parallel‘of: the béating: waves. against| facts, and undeniable assertions, on the 
the ‘roeks in the distant oceaii, and the| plan of redemption, when presented’ to 

rushing tornedo-in the trackless wilder-| the mind, will, if any thingy. call: up 

may foam: its anger in per-| that serious enquiry: whichis requisite 
petual ‘solitude, and the other discharge in all. ‘How often'do'we ses mew of 

itsfuryeand:its wrath wighout injury— first, moral characters, Bouiitiful to’ the 

they: lost: tier fo.re ‘spend their} poor. and filled, with compassion toward 
violence in fruitless to hates the ‘affticted, enquiring: for the) “old 
in vain, paths” wherein used te’ watky 

‘There ia ow path standing with deep anxiety 

to heaven—a: crown’ for the pure in’ for their souls, and say,.“If 1 could but 

heart, and principles teaching men how see the cangistent: order ‘of which’ tite 


please men, any farther than a rela-' 
tion. OF sacred principles will be satis- 
factory. ‘THe applause of this world 
may be courted by whom it may, and 
enjoyed, ‘Cif enjoyment it can be called): 
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AND: ADVOCATE. 


revelations of Lord teach, how| 
gladly Would f érabrace it.” How fre- 
quently do we also hear. those whose | 


names are registered with a church, say 


they are dissatisfied? and only con-| 
tinue: because they have been made to. 
believe: it ‘important that should be- 


Jong to some church? 
he gréat point at issuc , is, wheth-| 


erthe Lord! ever promised to’ bring 
back an order, in the last days, like 
the one:in former times, and set free 
those’ who are in: bondage to the sys-} 
tems and crafts of men; and frorn this} 
another would necessarily arise, whe-| 
ther the situation of the world. in, this} 
day roquites it?) And: if has jt been 
ushered int ‘These caymot be consid-|a 
ered. any-other-than. items-of deep mo- 
ment:to the himam family, ‘and: worthy, 
investigation’ of ali» c our 
opinion ia based the ‘fock,, ft is} 
worfli’ believing if it is-a fable, it 
‘is unworthy: theyaptice ¢ of the intelligent 
and the of but till 
thes’ facts are be well 
to, investi 

‘The princ ples. of my 
have ‘been faitlifelly written and’ ‘ably 
deferideds and it is only necessary to| 
add, that the patrons of this paper will | 
find mine. to correspond with his. 
_ The former correspondents of the | the 

Messenger and Advocate, aré respect- | 
fully solicited to continue to write for} 
its colusans; and the elders abroad and 

fravelling brethren, earnestly desired to 
us aceounts of their’ "prosperity 
and travels. 
With its former, increasing cor- 
Fespondents,' it is. hoped that this paper 
Contijue to be worthy of patron-|' 
age; and as it’ contiaues to circulate 
and receive accounts of the increase 
and spread’ of truth, to be’ interesting 
pear. 
are requested to aR 


subscribers, who will be etttitied to their 
numbers :gratis adtording to' the 
tions on the last page. = 

One reflection more, and uke one— 
If, in the performance of the duties 


which now devolve upon me; I so dis- 


charge them as to meet the approba- 


‘tion of the pure in heart, and stiff 


maintain the present respectability ; of. 
this’ paper, and above all to have iny 
‘work correspond with the principles of 
holiness, that at. the great day of the 
‘Lord Jesus, I may but receive. the. re- 
ward of the just and the approbation 
of the same, that a crown of: ‘righteous- 
ness may be placed upon ‘my. head, 


and give the .prnise 


to the name Ba 


tea JORN WHITHER, 


SAINTS SCATTERED” 
_ ABROAD. 

“phar Brethren: is a 
every saint ought to’ render: to his bres. 
thren f atways love them, anid. 
ever succor them: ‘Po be jabtified be« 
fore God we’ must: love ‘one : another: 
we must overcome evil; we'must visit 
the fatherless and the: widow: an their 
affliction, and wo must ‘keep ourselves 
un from vir- 
tues flow from the great of. 

pure religion. ou ai 
by addingevery 


Catt in of prayers: we 
can love our neighbor as ounselves; 
be faithful in tribulation, knowing: that 
the reward of such is’ ta: the 
kip -of heaven. What-a console 
tion! Whate joy! Let:me-live ithe 
life’ of the and Jet my; 


Acrording to'the onder of the. king. 
dom begun inthe last 
men for: the reet of tee Lord, the 
in Zion, or her mamednte:’ 
have or right; to .meddle 
with her spiritual affkirs, to: 
her concerns, or hold councils: for the 
expulsion of members, in her unorgan- 
ized. The high’ council has 
been express ‘to administer 
in all her ide opitttual ts; and the 
op and his council, ‘are: over “her 


[be like his! 
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_ for his family (if he has any) and pay- 


while the day lasts, and work righteous- 


_ sed.. Souls are as precious in the sight 


_ the Lerd: liberate the captives. that they 


868 every ‘one according to his work. _ 


* that goodly land of promise, where the 


‘Phe priests; too,’ should: not be idle: 


all their 


_ MESSENGER: AND: 


temporal: mattersi go that the. elders’. 

acts are null and void. Now the Lord 

wants the tares and wheat to grow to- 

gether: for Zion must be redeemed with 

judgments, and her converts with right- 
very elder that can, after providing 


ing his debts, must go forth and clear 
his skirts from the blood of this gener- 
ation. While they are in that, region 
tatead of trying members for trans- 
qressi or oflences, let every one 
Sa ibor to prepare himself for the vine. 
yard, sparing a little time to comfort 
the mourners; to bind up the broken- 
hearted; te reclaim the backslider; to 

ing. back the wanderer; to re-invite 
into the kingdom such as have been 
tut off, by encouraging them -to lay to 


ness, and, with one heart and, one 
mind, prepare to help redeem Zion, 


willing and the obedient shall be bles- 


of God, as they ever were} and the el- 
ders were never called’'to drive any 
down to hell, but to persuade and §in- 
vite ali men every where to r 7 
that they may: become the heirs of sal- 
vation... It is: the acceptable year of 


their ‘dyties are plain, and. unless they 
do them:diligently, they cannot expect 


to be approved. . Righteousness, must} 


be the.aim of the saints in.all things. 
and ‘when the covenants are published, 
they Will learn that great things must 
be expected fromthem.. Do goad and 


work with an eye single 
to the glory of God, and you shall reap 
reward when the Lord recompen- 


~The. teachers.'and deacons are’ the 
standing ministers of the church, and 
in the absence of. other officers, great 
things, anda holy walk, are required 
of them. They. must strengthen the 
members! faith; persuade such as are 
out of the way to repent, and turn tu 
and live; meekly persuade and 
urge every one to forgive one anothe: 
offences and sins. 
that they may work out their own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, Breth- 
ren, ‘bear and forbear one with another. 
for $0 the Lord does with us; Pray for 


not your foes: without: for vengeance 
is mine, saith the Lord, and | will re- 


ay. 
Mb'evety ordained ‘mentbér and to 
all we say, be merciful and you shall 
find mercy. Scek to 
not to destroy them: for verily you 
know, that ‘‘there is more joy in heaven, 
over oné sinner that repents, than there’ 
is over ninety and nine just. persoms 
that need no ntance.”’ + Strive pot 
about the mysterics of the. kingdom; 
east not your pearls before swine, give. 
not the bread of the children té“dogs, 
lest you and the children should suffer, . 
— you thereby offend your righteous 
Your brethren, who leave their fam- 
ilies, wifh whom they have enjoyed an 
‘earthly meastre of peace and joy, to 
carry glad tidings round the world, ex. 
pect great things of Yuriy while you | 
privileged to enjoy the blessings of t 
saints’ society. “Théy pray dur heaven- 
ly Father, that you may ‘be very 'pray- 
charita 
working diligently, spiritually and tem-__ 
fot the of: Zion, that 
the pufe in heart’ imag’ return 
songs of build-wpiher 
waste placageand meet, the Lord. when, 


he comes ip glory. Brethren, in 
the name of Jesus; we entreat you to 


live worthy of the blessings that’ ‘shall 
follow, ‘after much tribulation, to ‘sa- 
tiate thesouls of them that out faith-— 
BISHOP PARTRIDGE.’ 
Many. of the saints are acquainted 
with this individual,,and gone, I,:pre- 
sume, will hesitate to say, that the lon- 
ger the acquaintance the more desira- 
ble the’society. If this world prodace¥ 
a plain man, it is bishop Partridge. I 
not mean particular plainpess : of 
dress, though he is truly an ensample 
of prudence and economy in all his 
temporal avocations,—but of 
precept, example and doctrine:: Neither 
do I suppose that.a commendation. from 
ny pen will’have the effect,to, alter onc 
hair “from black to white;” but from 
the knowledge of the persécution and 
personal abuse whiclt has been heaped 
upon him, am prepared, to:say, that 
if,a man, was ever persecuted, for right- 
-ousness’ sake, without casting an anx- 
ious look back to the applause of the 


your enemies in the church, and curs 


world and the flattery of the great, itis. 
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~ | perfectly remember the 2vth of Ju- 
ly, 1833, when the Jackson county 
_mob demolished the-office of the .Star, 
and vented their vile mania still further 
-by dragging this worthy citizen fram 
.his residence, and the peacefyl enjoy- 
ment of his family, and exposed: him 
almost naked upon the public square, 
and defiled his body with ‘ar and feg- 
thers. 
No gitizen, can read the: 
account of that shameful violation oi 
dhe iaws, without blushing for the de-, 
-pravity of the human heart. But what. 
_stuns the ear still more, is that this per- 
secution did not end here. Lawless 
marauders always. fear justice. 
tremble at the approach of retribution 
—and to avoid either, this banditti, ; 
like a-gang of infernals, prosecuted 
their purpose until TWELVE HUNDRED 
individuals were deprived of their humes 
in the inclement season of winter! | .; 
question immediately arises, 
where are they now! Some in one 
county and some in angther—lierally 
scattered to the four winds! but the 
‘greatest body have made their escape: 
among @ more hospitable community— 
acommunity who love the name and 
essence of liberty, and are willing that 
ullshould enjoy it 
It should be borne in mind, that these 
inhabitants could not carry their land 
with them, and being driven from their 
hard reared and hard earned crops, 
were driven to. extremes to procure 
food and raiment. Byt a- relation of 
this occurrence would transcend my 
limits for the present. It may be ask- 
ed, where are those people now, and 
what are their circumstances? The, 
answer is at hand—they are still de- 
prived of their homes, needy and des- 
{ Bishop Partridge, in company with 
Ider Isaac Moriey, who is known to. 
many saints, is now on his way to the 
east. It is to be hoped that the benev- 
‘olent and philanthropic will open their 
hearts and donate liberally for the ben-: 
efit of chose-who have been so inhu- 
manly dispossessed of their homes.— 
Surely, I know not of more responsi- 
_ble men” than these two, into whose 
hands relief may be placed. May 
those who haye abundance, remember 
the important declaration of the Lord, 
‘inasmuch as you hzv:; done it unto 
the least of these, you have done 4 un- 


Freedom, Cateraugus Co. N..-Y. ¢ 
Exper O. 
In perusing the,jour- 
nal of my travels and preaching during 
the past winter and *present. spring, J 
noticed some conversation which pas- 
sed between myself.and L. H. Jame- 
son, a Campbellite preacher. Some of 
the particulars of which; 1 will com- | 
municate to you in this letter, and if 
you cansider it worthy of a place in the . 
Advocate, you may publish it, 1t is 
well known to some, if not many, that 
the Campbellites profess to be : the .re- 
formers of modern times; the restorers _ 
of the ancient order of things, and .the 
Harbingers of the Millenium. It is al- 
wel) known that their advocates. are 
}very forward in protesting against the 
}improprieties of all the sects of the pre- 
seat day, (which they can do with all 
propriety;) they are very anxious: so 
meet them in public debate; very fa* 
mous for their controversies, and some- 
.times quite expert in: their, arguments, 
and come off shouting victory; but no 
sooner do they come: in contact with 
the elders of the charch of. the. Latter 
Day Saints, than. they set:iup.e: most 
prodigious cry. of. Deltsion! jalse‘Pno- 
phet! Imposture! and almost every: oth- 
er evil epithet which’ they caa- mvest 
—and if perchance they are, requested 
to take the scriptures.and from. them 
bring forward some.» testimosiy 
show to the people wherein consistathe 
greatdelusion and thus satisfy.theminds: 
of the public, they will immediately; 
off in a tangent, and refer :the,;peeple 
to some bundle of falsehoods 
sense, published m. some newspaper, 
or pamphlet, or Millenium, Harbinger 
—endeavoring thereby to make 
people think it must-be ‘a..delusion— 
But as it happens; many. of the anbabi- 
tunts of our country areof more. noble 
principles, and men. of too good sense 
to believe a system: to |be.true or falge, 
upon no other testimony. than: mere.as- 
sertion, or a slanderous reports; 
I now proceed to give you: #@kort 
relation of the: conversation. which I 
had with Mr. Jameson in a publie:con- 
gregation, in the village of Commi 
ville, six miles from the city of Cincin- 
nati, and four from the vi of Ca 
‘thage, Ohio, on the Ist of March, 1835. 
After delivering three’ discourses’ to 
the people in Commingsville, upon the 
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| subject.of the doctrine bélieved by the 
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of the Latter Day Saints, 1 was 
tequested*to have Some conversation 
with Mr. Jameson, who was expected 
to preach that evening in the village. 
} was informed that he was a very tal- 
ented man, almost if not quite equal to 
Mr. ‘Walter Scott, the Editor of. the 
Evangelist: I answered that | was wil- 
ling to converse with any reasonable 

man upon the'subject of religion. al- 
so understood that he was generally 
open and free to investigate the same 
with any of the sects. Therefore, I at- 
tended his meeting with a determine-. 
tion, if necessary, to converse with. 
him at the close of the same. After 
the dismission ‘of the mceting most part 
of tht congregation tarried, and | was 
requested by some one to speak for 


| 


> 


tion. that I was willing to mect him, or 
Mr. Scott; or any ‘other man of char- 
acter and respectability, in the village 
"of Carthage, or amy: other place in that 
vicinity, and investigate, publicly, the 


} 


gubject of Spititual Gifts; and 1 would 
dge 40: peed from the scrip- 


le 

miracles, gifts of healing, 
propheviés,: revelations, ‘and all the] 
spititeal|gifte- which were in the church, 
qn the-days ‘of the Savior and Apostles, 
Were necessary for the church of Christ, 
‘wows ated that there never was nor ne-} 
wer would be a true church en the earth, | 
state of mortality without them.— |} 
‘Mr. Jameson said that he would find a. 
‘giiati to meet me; and as [ had some ap 
ents in Cincinnati, he agreed to 
*m me by letter, more concerning 
the meeting and the day on which we 
-ghould meet, &c. The congregation 
then broke up and returned to their 
tmes}—while on their way some said 
he thing, and some another: some said 
“tet he would get Mr. Scott; or Dr, 
“Weright:to meet me; others said that he 
would meet mé ‘himself, while others} 
waid they believed he would back out, 
&e. Two or'threo days after this, 1 
called atthe post-office in Cincinnati; 
and took-out'a letter which reads as 
follows: ~ 

Carthage, Ohio, March 2, 183 
Me. Prarr:—When fhe 
Wore testimony to the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, God confirmed their tes 


ty lacks this confirmation. Indeed you 
have nothing new +o tell us, untess it 
engendered’ falsehoods of 


5: 


} 


a 


ul 


oseph Smith—and it would be as fat! 


with you who are imp 


miracle, which I am: firmly 

det 
can 
myself; I replied before the congrega-| 


of the word of G 


impossible for God to confirm them as 
it would be. for him ‘to die. «Do you 
know what a miracle is? J am bold to 
say you do not, nor would I: believe 


that a person guilty of such wilful'slan- 


der of the religion that I profess, doés 


know what miracle'is, even it he 
were to seem to perform:one. You 


may come to Carthage, or you may go 
to Missouri, or where you please,:'] 
have nothing to do with Joseph Smith, 
the Imposter who palmed this imposi- 
tion on ~you;7-I have nothing <to do 
would nat believe the book of Mormon, — 
though you should apparently perform 
rsua- 
‘you,’ ner any ether nian fiving, 


L. H. JAMESON. 
confess that I was’somewhat 
surprised on reading this letter, ‘that ~ 
Mr. Jameson, after saying publicly that 
he ‘would find a man who would: mves- 
tigate the aforementioned subject with 


‘me, should then ‘creep out so dishonor. 


ably, without producing in his letter, 
so much as one reason for so dbing— — 
but filling it up with the cry of imposi- 
and Imposter, But this is no- 
thing very marvellous, for doubtléss ‘he 


jearned the cry from Mr, Campbell’s 


Harbinger, which is famous 
for crying false prophet.» 

remain you ee in testimony 
ORSON PRATT. 
ry, Esq 


3 To O. CownE 


It is said, that “knowledge is power,” 
and from the facts which are constant. 
ly filling up the measure of our coun- 
try’s dis as well as glory, we 
believe the saying: And we ‘believe 
that a nation is fast hastening to. ruig 
where no preference is made to vice or 
vittue. Americans have had the 
honor abroad of being a brave, noble 
people} a generous, victorious compa- 
ny; an industrious, intelligent commys 
nity; a humane Spartan’ band; and 9 


|free governed Républic, but we are 
sorry to say that scenes fiave transpi- 


red, in sevéral places, during thé last 

twa vears, which, if they have not sha- 

ded the light of liberty, have greatly 

dimmed the rays which’ had begin to 

warm the hearts of the oppréssed, in‘ e 
us hope for betfer things in 

the of 


t@ré; let us not dishonor 


| 
740. 
> 
| 
“Ga 
a 
> 
| 
—= 
>, 
4 


» 


our parted sires, high 1 
zing flame of patriotism, our tapers| | 
have :been lighted... Let.us. not stain} 
the fertile soil. of America, with human | 
to blush at our sins, after we have.| 
one. down to the grave, because a 
Paul escaped by. faith to. God, or a 
Rogers ascended thro’ fire to heaven! : 
_ We have been led to, these remarks} 


npon readirig-in the New York Courier | 


and Enquirer, some seasonable and 
well aimed reflections against ‘bigotry 
and: fanatacism.” The closing. para- 
graph.has so much truth in it, 
er nations, if they read, may exclaim 
with ug like David:. They are all gone 
out of ways. they,are together become 
unpe ofita ble there. ig none that doeth 
‘Fhe paragraph alluded to reads: 
«When, we revert to Anti-Masonry; 


to Mormonism; to the. detestable doc- |‘ 
trines of the Abolitionists;. to the cone {Journ 


duct of the people.of Charlestown and 
Lowell, and to the Cayenne. pepper re- 
formers, we blush, for.our country.— 
Let us no, longer indulge.ourselves in 
anathematising the old lady of Babylon 


for her persecutions; let us be. silent} . 


about..the Spanish Inquisitien, and the| 
Auto: de Fe;, let us sit with closed lips 
when we hear of poor John Rodg-rs 


and his ten small children; aod above- 


all, let ys exhibit alittle more modesty, 
in proclaiming, thatithis is the only 


country on. earth where all mankind: 


may worship as they please. Assuinp- 
tions of, superiority are somew 
fensive even, when. well founded, but 


when contradicted by facts, become ut- Mr 


ridiculous apd P. 


-EXTRACTOF A LETTER, ‘DATED: 
Columbiana Co. May 24,1835. 
Baorner>—I take. this oppor- 


of writing*to you, to inform you | 


where d.am,;:and what kam pursuing. 
left Kirtland: on: the:.3d. of May, | 


came to Georgetown, Columbiana } 


County, before | commenced to’ pro-| 
claim the me news of ‘the’ ever-| 


lasting gospel. endeavored. to have} 


congregation corivene to preach toy 
but could not get one in this place. I), 
was sent by a-tandlerd-to a Methodist 
Preache, who; ‘he said, "the 
in that desired’ of 

ilet He: rephed,: ‘che 
would not; ‘at! same time making} 
many’ objections—such as deceivers, | 
false ‘However, hechal. | 


t oth- 


‘the Methodist Episcopal discipline with 
the sacred scriptures. Since then I 


| several times. Here I found two that 
had baptized spring, who were 


leaders. 


get an invitation. 


We met on the 1fth inst. and weld 
the debate upon the. principles of, reli 
ion. After the debate was over, was 
‘invited to preach, and made an appoint= 
ment the same evening—and compared 


have been. informed, that all the citi- 
zens of that place decided in my favor, 
with the exception of two individuals, — 
I‘rom this place pursued my jour. 
ney; came to Hanover, and prea 


streny in the faith. From thence 1 
eyed and came to. Manervy,, pro- 
elaimed on Sabbath on the Sandy planes. 
and' was opposed by some of the Camp - 


bellites, and was challenged for another 
debaté, whiclr again accepted: which 
debate lasted one day. e had. our 


Moderators chosen. The was 
in: favor of the Latter Day Saints. A 
few after, I preachedagain inthe 
same place; and after.I was through, 
a Campbellite preacher stood up to ops’ 
se my sentiments.. After he .was 
through, another of his brother preach< 

ers arose and declared, that if the 
eduld be no better arguments 
inst Mormonism,. it would sweep” 
|the land. And spoke in‘favor of many. 
points relative to the fair prieciples: 06 

r. Evans’ arguments. .. 

I then came toa three-days’ meeting 


in Hanover, held by the Campbellites, 
‘and on Sabbath the’ 23d inst. ‘desired* 


Campbel 

‘of the people requested me to go tothe 
woods (a short distance this place) 
which I accepted, and nhout two-thirds 


of the assembly followed. . After. the 
discourse was ended, I gave ipyitar 
‘tion for baptisni, and one .came, 
ward—and” 
the Spirit of the Lor upon 

ple, and were convinced? 
"range of country 
preach in, and large congregations at 
sang. 

Cowdery, Esq. 
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_MESSENGER AND ADVOOA 


~ 


Extract of a Letter, dated, Clinton’Co. 
‘May 15, 1835.5 
» Daan resume my 
en to. inform you of my mission, an 
the great catise of God 
in this region. Since elder G. M. 
Hinkel’ and myself wrote last, we have 
baptized twenty-six, making in alf one 
hundred and thirteen since we first 
came into this part of the country. — 
At aconference held here on the 
25th of April, there were eight’ branch- 
es of the church represented, numbér- 
ing one hundred and ‘fifty-seven firm 
in the faith of the everlasting gospel. 
~All the travelling elders from Missouri, 
left here socn aiter conference. 
ders A. Lyman, E. Higbee, Higbee, 
and E. H. Groves, left here the 28th 
of April, and G. M. Hinkle and G. 
Dykes, the 4th'of May: 
ft have just visited the chirch that 
élder S. Carter built. up, and found 
them’ rejoicing im the ‘bonds of the new 
‘éovenants: Four have been added since 
he left there’ The prospect for the 
work to increase, is brightening. I bave 
just received information from Green 
county, with a request to go’ there and 
preach;—also a request to 
the vicinity of ‘Froy—both of which |! 
shall comply with. There are callson 
the right hand and left, and I intend to 
labor with my might, for truly the Lord 
has crowned our labors in-this section 
with success, and has» preserved. our 
health. Elder A. Gifford and W. Har- 
ris have just arrived, and are laboring. 
but will leave soon. 1 send you three 
Your brother in Christ. 
HARVEY, GREEN. 


‘ 


Cowpery,, 


mortification. 


righteousness ‘is spreading his influs 
| eneé ‘to retard the pro 


gress of the case 
of God and to prejudice the hearts 
the children of men, that they ‘inves. 
tigate it‘not, lest they should embrace 
it, and-enjoy the smiles of their Bene- 
factor: For it is evident, accoring to 
‘divine writ, that he seeks to make men 
miserable; that he desires to overthrow 
the designs of Deity, and make merr 
believe that hé had the kingdoms’ of this 
world at his disposal, and can give them’ 


.to whoth he pleases, on‘condition that 


‘they worship him: But we discover 
that his propositions to the Savior ‘were’ 
‘reyécted, and he reproved’ him’ with 
s.arpness. Why not we, when the 
same things are presented’ to us, who 


‘are rational and intelligent beings, ‘fol- 
‘low the example of the meek and low- 


ly Jesus; especially those ‘who have 
puton Christ, arid profess % walk in’ 
the ordinances ofthe gospelj‘and more 
especially those who areé’set apart to” 
promulgate the truth? we: have 
our hantls déffed with the mamnion: of 
‘unrighteousness, and ‘ott hearts and 
tongués ‘with unhallowed principles and 
doctrinés, stich as are not contained in’ 
the scriptdres, and declare things that 


ourtselVes Know not, and set them 
‘forth for truths?’ Some who have nof 


‘come toa knowledge of the ‘true prin- 


‘ciples of the Latter Day Saints, as_be- 


lieved by the Meaders and: held forth in 
the revelations of God, think it their 
privilege to-unfold tle prophécies and 
mysteries of the kingdom, when ‘in fact 
they are unacquainted’ with the first 
principles of the gospel, and’ in conse- 


quence of: these’ things the church is 


often made to suffer the calumniating 
influence of “Satan, to our grief “ahd 


when the <are | 


Elder. J. Blakeslee, of, Ellisburgh, N. 
Ya writes. under: date of May 18, as 
. “The work of our great Redeemer is 
progressing in this place and.in the re- 
gions round about. The number of 
disciples'‘in the church at Sackett’s 
Harbor is fifteen. The cause is gain- 
_ing friends:in this part of the land.” 
_ We greatly rejoice to hear from the 
Elders abroad, wherever they have 
been, ermitted in divine Providence to 
_ journey, and proclaim glad tidings of 
reat joy; that so many are willing to 
r and receive the truth, and 


it, 
Avtwithstanding the .adveredry ‘of all 


made: acquainted with: the truth, they 
will embrace it; and in these things we — 
do: rejoice, for truth will .stand and wil! 
‘prevail until the knowledge of the Lord 
shall cover the earth—and. when , this 
period arrives surely:.wickedness must 
cease and: righteousnéss .abound,. and 
‘joy and gladness fill the hearts of those 
NEW PORTAGE CONFERENCE. 
to This meeting-of the:elders and breth- 
ren was a joyous one-—the. number of 
elders:I do. not recollect, but there 
some 6i n or twenty, rep ung 
‘several little branches of the. church. 
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‘The brethiten in 
good spirits, and manifested an unsha- 
ken confidence in: the gospel ‘which 
they had embraced: The church ‘at 
New. Portage numbers one hundred and 
more, many, or the most of whom, 
were present at the meeting on the 
Sabbath. The history of this church 
has previously: been given, and it is not 
necessary to go inte a lengthy detail on 
that subject here, but it is -sufficient to 
say, that the glorious work of our Lord 
has been carried on by his own merci- 
ful hand, until its influence has served 
to allay the blind and evil prejudice of 
many, who have heretofore beliéved it 

to be a phantom and a folly. | 
On Saturday the 6th, -the elders’as- 
sembled conferetice, tn’ 4 ‘hérge and. 
convenient room, furnished by elder 
A. Palmer, the residing elder of that 
church. Elder O. Cowpery was unan- 
imously called fo preside, and elder W. 
A. from Freedom, ‘N.Y. 
chosen Secrefary. After a solenyn con- 
cert of prayer by, alk present, the chair 
called for the business before. the con- 
ference. Several matters of difficulty 
were presented by elder Palmer, and 
discussed. - The conference continied | 
its sitting until twelve at night, when a 
motion was made to adjourn, which was 
carried. 
At an early hour on Sunday the con- 
gregation commenced assembling, and 
by the usual hour for the commence- | 
ment.of public-service, the house was 
filled to overflowing.; Thougty the: room 
was very commodious yet, many. were 
unable to obtain seats; and it was said, 
_ that there were as many who‘could not 
hear as there were who could. [ft was 
thought that the congregation number- 
ed from six hundred to one thousand 
persons, and from close observation. | 
am mehined to think that this was not 
ting was an inferesting one, 


| he mee 
and thésé ‘present fisteried ‘with natked 
attention to the dispensation of the word 
of life. Phe ‘repre that 
they had not made” preparations in 

some grove, when they sew the great 
| of huind ied who ould 
not be convened; had «this: been’ the 
case, undoubtedly more apparent good 
would have been the ‘result of the inter- 
view. 

After an-able and fervent address to 
the throne of grace, elder Cowdery 


the plan and order of heaven in the sak: 
vation of the human’ ‘family, followed 
by elders P.-H. Young, Z. Coltrin, 
A.’ J. Squiets; after which Elder Palni- 
pall invitation to those’ 
, to’ be’ ‘baptized, when: th¥ee came 
forward and were buried in thé“liquid 
grave. This was an interesting sea- 
son, and many of the by-standers were, — 
apparently, touched with a sense’of 
the importance of that moment when 
an individual steps forward, ih the pre- 
sence. of this world and the heavenly 
hosts, afid covenants to follow the Lamb 
of God who takes away his sins. 
Elder John Whitmer took the lead 
in the services of the afternoon, and 
gave a short relation of the facts eon- 
nected with thé translation of the book 
of Mormon. On reflecting how many 
foolish reports are in circulation on 
this subject, and how many there are 
who are vain enough to believe them, 
I could not but ‘wish ‘that such were 
present, while Elder Whitmer was de- 
liverintg his address A thousand things 
may be conjectured; but when a man 
declares openly, candidly, and serious- 
ly, of what ‘he has seen, ‘hefted and 
handled with his own hands, and that in — 
the presence of a’ God who sees and 
knows the secrefs of the: heart, no man — 


mom sense, can doubt, or will be so | 

vain as to dispute. Such is the fact 

that a record of that, description does 
for it has been seen; ana such 1s. : 


exist, 
the fact, that the Lord himself bears 
witness of it, for thousands testify of 
the same—there is neither lack of hu- 
man or divine testimony: Then who 
so blind as not to see? And’ who’ se 
deaf as not to hear? 
Elder Whitmer was followed by se- 
veral elders, and the meetin <higea 
with a few remarks from elder O. Cow- 


| dery upon thé further truth of thé bdok 


of Mormon. Thé meeting was contin- 
ued till quite late, after whictrone thore. 
came forward and was baptized. _ 
After evening the eldera weré cafled 
together again In conference, and fin- 
ished the business before them: ‘Thi 
was a solemn time, and the ‘hearts of 


‘the servants of the Lord ‘were filled 


with a joy and consolation, to which — 
those who are unacquainted” with the 


| influence of the Holy Spirit, are strane 


gers. 
Thus closed one of thé most interest~ 


delivered an interesting discourse upon’ 


ing conferences and meetings 1 haye 


air 


possessed of common reason and com= ~~ 
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